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TO  THE  GOVENOR  AND  THE  PEOPLE  OF  NORTH 

CAROLINA 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  State  Audubon  Society 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  March  1st, 
1908: 

To  make  a complete  report  of  the  work  of  an  organization 
like  the  Audubon  Society  is  quite  impossible,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  a large  part  of  its  activities  are  educational  in  their 
nature.  Therefore,  one  attempting  to  do  so  must  be  limited 
chiefly  to  a statement  of  facts  showing  the  nature  of  the  work 
which  has  been  attempted  and  the  activities  of  those  engaged 
in  its  execution.  To  this  may  be  added  the  list  of  such  results, 
as  are  apparent  in  tangible  form. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  marked  development  in  bird 
and  game  protection.  Sentiment  in  the  State  in  support  of 
the  principles  for  which  the  Society  stands  is  gathering  a 
greater  force  with  each  passing  year,  and  respect  for  the  game 
protective  laws  is  growing  in  the  minds  of  all  classes. 

North  Carolina  was  the  first  of  the  Southern  States  to  take 
an  active  stand  in  the  matter  of  preserving  its  wdld  bird  and 
animal  resources.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  success  of 
our  endeavors  has  had  its  influence  in  many  states,  in  some 
of  which  our  example  has  already  been  followed.  The  Soutk 
Carolina  Audubon  Law,  almost  an  exact  copy  of  our  bird  law,, 
was  passed  a little  over  one  year  ago  and  has  been  well, 
received.  The  Society  there,  it  may  be  added,  also  has  charge 
of  the  laws  protecting  inland  fish.  During  the  year  we  have 
been  in  active  co-operation  with  the  officers  of  the  Audubon 
Society  of  that  State,  and  the  wardens  of  both  states  along 
the  dividing  line  have  assisted  each  other  greatly. 

Alabama  within  the  year  has  come  into  line  with  one  of 
the  most  complete  game  laws  of  any  state  in  the  Union.  In 
Florida,  Georgia  and  Virginia,  strong  efforts  are  being  made 
to  arouse  the  Legislatures  to  a sense  of  their  obligation  to 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  matter  of  bird  pres- 
ervation, and  ultimately  the  efforts  of  the  bird  protectionists 
will  undoubtedly  be  realized. 
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SECRETARY’S  duties  of  the  Secretary  have  been  much  as 

in  former  years.  He  has  conducted  the  gen- 
eral correspondence  of  the  Society,  passed  upon 
all  applications  for  positions  as  game  warden,  made  contracts 
with  the  wardens,  and  by  letter,  telephone,  telegraph  and  per- 
sonal visits  has  directed  their  activities.  He  has  also  prepared 
articles  for  publication  and  given  bird  talks  and  lectures. 
Additional  ornithological  and  photographic  field  work  has  also 
been  undertaken,  and  the  Society’s  supply  of  stereopticon 
views  has  thereby  been  much  enriched.  In  a number  of 
instances  it  has  been  necessary  for  him  to  do  warden  work, 
such  as  looking  up  evidence,  swearing  out  warrents,  and 
appearing  in  court  against  violators  of  the  game  laws. 


He  represented  the  Society  also  at  Raleigh  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature.  He  has  had  the  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting the  claims  of  bird  and  game  protection  at  several 
gatherings  outside  of  the  State,  particularly  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Game  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of 
America,  held  at  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  Yellowstone  National 
Park;  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Commissioners  of 
Agriculture  in  Colunfi)ia,  S.  C.,  and  the  International  Con- 
ference of  Cotton  Growers  and  ^Manufacturers  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.  During  the  year  a special  effort  has  been  made  to  increase 
a personal  acquaintance  with  men  owning  or  leasing  game 
preserves  in  the  State,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  various  hunt- 
ing clubs.  The  Secretary  has  been  greatly  aided  and  assisted 
in  the  work  the  ])ast  year  by  iMiss  iMary  T.  iMoore,  who  as 
School  Secretary  was  united  with  the  Audubon  Society  on 
June  20,  1907.  A statement  of  her  work  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  report. 


THE  GAME 
WARDENS 


It  requires  time  to  build  up  a good,  effective 
warden  system.  Changes  and  additions  are  fre- 
quently made  to  the  list  of  these  officers  in  order 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  force.  When  a man  proves  him- 
self to  be  a good  warden  he  is  retained  indefinitely.  This  has 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  strong  points  of  the  Audubon  Law. 
A warden  who  does  his  duty  faithfully  need  have  no  fear  of 
losing  his  position  on  account  of  political  disfavor. 
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Young  Barn  Owl  in  Attitude  of  Defense 


Wounded  American  Bittern  in  Attitude  of  Defense 


It  may  now  be  truly  claimed  that  a well  regulated  warden 
system  is  established.  During  the  past  year  we  have  been 
enabled  to  employ  a larger  force  than  ever  before,  seventy- 
nine  wardens  having  been  on  duty  part  or  all  the  time  during 
the  year.  Their  names  and  postoffice  addresses  are  as  follows : 

BIRD  AND  GAME  WARDENS 

John  L.  English  Spruce  Pine,  Mitchell  County 

J.  A.  Lisk '. Mt.  Gilead,  Montgomery  County 

B.  F.  Clegg  Carthage,  Moore  County 

C.  E.  Neville  Rocky  Mount,  Nash  County 

C.  A.  Carter Rocky  Mount,  Nash  County 

E.  H.  Freeman  Wilmington,  New  Hanover  County 

J.  M.  Whitakers Chapel  Hill,  Orange  County 

R.  H.  Raper  Elizabeth  City,  Pasquotank  County 

W.  C.  Hines Greenville,  Pitt  County 

J.  A.  Barker  Lumberton,  Robeson  County 

E.  H.  Webb  Stoneville,  Rockingham  County 

W.  D.  Hightower  Reidsville,  Rockingham  County 

W.  A.  Thompson  Cleveland,  Rowan  County 

J.  M.  Monroe  Salisbury,  Rowan  County 

J.  D.  Justice , Rutherfordton,  Rutherford  County 

R.  H.  Priddy Danbury,  Stokes  County 

. W.  J.  York Mount  Airy,  Surry  County 

J.  K.  Keever Bryson  City,  Swain  County 

J.  B.  Allison Brevard,  Transylvania  County 

J.  R.  Upchurch  Raleigh,  Wake  County 

W.  C.  Ellington Warrenton,  Warren  County 

T.  L.  Critcher Boone,  Watauga  County 

Geo.  W.  Upchurch  North  Wilkesboro,  Wilkes  County 

L.  C.  Phillips Thomasville,  Davidson  County 

Early  Holmes Lexington,  Davidson  County 

W.  P.  C.  Etchison  Mocksville,  Davie  County 

W.  F.  Thomason Lexington,  Davidson  County 

A.  L.  Usher Rose  Hill,  Duplin  County 

Jesse  L.  Powell Warsaw,  Duplin  County 

J.  F.  Pleasants  Durham,  Durham  County 

M.  W.  Haynes Tarboro,  Edgecombe  County 

W.  F.  Gifford Tarboro,  Edgecombe  County 

J.  T.  Moore  Tarboro,  Edgecombe  County 

John  L.  Hutchins Winston,  Forsyth  County 

John  G.  Sawyer Eure,  Gates  County 


Wm.  Thorp 

R.  E.  Booth 

J.  F.  Royster  . . . . 
W.  R.  Moore  .... 
W.  J.  Weatherly  . , 
Geo.  L.  Parrish  . . . 
J.  R.  Haddon  , . . . 

J.  S.  Turner 

Otis  Powers  

A.  E.  Garrett  . . . . 
Dr.  Paul  Campbell 

H.  B.  Stone  

J.  W.  Ward 

J.  T.  Barham  .... 
L.  J.  Doughety  . . . 
J.  Ed.  Turner  . . . . , 
J.  A.  Carpenter  . . 
W.  B.  A.  Hanna  . . 

L.  W.  Duvall 

G.  E.  Ricks 

J.  F.  Flynn 

F.  M.  Dunstan  . . . 
C.  L.  L.  Cobb  . . . . 

S.  H.  Jordan 

W.  T.  Pinner 

C.  N.  Swan  

John  W.  McElroy 
Leith  Gordon 

B.  F.  Perkins  . . . . 
S.  W.  Everett  . . . . 
N.  C.  Brandon  . . . 

A.  C.  Davis 

J.  F.  Stewart  .... 

C.  W.  Hanks 

F.  S.  Hill 

J.  A.  Dark  

Dwight  M.  Styron 
J.  McD.  Monaghan 

J.  J.  Aydlett 

J.  H.  Evans 

Z.  T.  Fentress 

J.  L.  Forbes 

W.  F.  Jennette  . . . 
John  Wescott 


, . . . . Satterwhite,  Granville  County 

Oxford,  Granville  County 

Oxford,  Granville  County 

. .Brown  Summit,  Guilford  County 

Greensboro,  Guilford  County 

Greensboro,  Guilford  County 

High  Point,  Guilford  County 

Weldon,  Halifax  County 

Hendersonville,  Henderson  County 

Winton,  Hertford  County 

. . . Murfreesboro,  Hertford  County 

Englehard,  Hyde  County 

Statesville,  Iredell  Coupty 

Smithfield,  Johnston  County 

Kinston,  Lenoir  County 

Hiddenite,  Alexander  County 

Ansonville,  Anson  County 

Wadesboro,  Anson  County 

Jefferson,  Ashe  County 

. . . .Washington,  Beaufort  County 
....Washington,  Beaufort  County 

Windsor,  Bertie  County 

Kelford,  Bertie  County 

Conover,  Catawba  County 

Southport,  Brunswick  County 

....Southport,  Brunswick  County 

Asheville,  Buncombe  County 

Morganton,  Burke  County 

Beaufort,  Carteret  County 

Stella,  Carteret  County 

Yancey ville,  Caswell  County 

Danville,  Va.,  R.  F.  D.  No.  5 

Newton,  Catawba  County 

Pittsboro,  Chatham  County 

Pittsboro,  Chatham  County 

Siler  City,  Chatham  County 

Newbern,  Craven  County 

.Fayetteville,  Cumberland  County 
.Poplar  Branch,  Currituck  County 
.Poplar  Branch.  Currituck  County 
.Knotts  Island,  Currituck  County 
, . . . . Jarrisburg,  Currituck  County 

Buxton,  Dare  County 

Manteo,  Dare  County 
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CONVICTIONS  growing  efficiency  of  the  wardens  can 

IN  THE  COURTS  better  shown  than  in  giving 

the  numbers  of  convictions  which  they  have 
secured  in  the  courts  of  persons  who  have  violated  the  Bird 
and  Game  Protective  Law^s.  Many  of  them  give  much  of  their 
time  to  calling  the  attention  of  people  to  the  character  of  the 
laws,  and  by  using  their  influence  to  prevent  violations.  How- 
ever, many  instances  arise  where  the  officers  have  no  other 
alternative  than  to  arrest  and  prosecute  wilful  violators  of 
the  law.  During  the  first  year  of  our  work,  a report  of  which 
was  made  in  March,  1904,  the  Audubon  Society  successfully 
conducted  thirty-one  prosecutions  in  the  State  courts ; in  1905, 
sixty-six;  in  1906,  eighty-four;  and  1907  sixty-eight.  Thus 
the  total  number  for  the  first  four  years  of  the  Audubon 
Society’s  existence  was  249.  During  the  past  year  the  cases 
won  in  court  total  245.  About  twenty-five  arrests  were  made 
in  which  for  various  reasons  the  defendants  were  acquitted. 
The  above  record  does  not  mean  that  violations  of  the  game 
law  in  North  Carolina  are  on  the  increase.  On  the  contrary, 
there  is  much  evidence  to  the  effect  that  they  are  decidedly 
on  the  decrease.  What  the  figures  really  show  is  the  greatly 
increased  efficiency  of  the  warden  force.  There  will  be  men 
to  violate  the  bird  and  game  laws  as  long  as  there  are  birds 
and  game  on  the  earth  to  kill. 


THE  CHARACTER  character  of  the  offences  against  the 

OF  OFFENCES  statutes  for  which  persons  were  convicted 
and  in  most  cases  required  by  the  court  not 
only  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  action,  but  an  additional  fine  for 
the  school  fund,  were  as  follows : 


Killing  Robins  in  close  season  25 

Killing  Doves  in  close  season  2 

Killing  Quail  in  close  season  29 

Killing  Squirrels  in  close  season  10 

Killing  Duck  in  close  season 4 

Killing  Opossums  in  close  season  8 

Killing  Turkeys  in  close  season  7 

Killing  Rabbits  in  close  season  1 

Killing  Deer  in  close  season  1 

Sailing  after  Wild  Fowl  in  Currituck  Sound 8 

Hunting  on  lands  without  permission 108 
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Non-residents  hunting  without  State  license 17 

Illegal  shipping  of  quail  2 

Killing  Cuckoos  2 

Killing  Herons  3 

Killing  Catbirds  1 

Killing  Bluebirds  2 

Killing  Mockingbirds  1 

Killing  Cedar  Wax  wing  2 

Killing  Purple  Martin 1 

Killing  Night  Hawk  or  “Bull  Bat” 1 

Killing  Cardinal  Grosbeaks  or  “Winter  Eedbirds” 2 

Killing  Flickers  or  “Yellow  Hammers”  2 

Killing  Snowbirds  1 

Killing  Chipping  Sparrow  1 

Killing  Killdeer  1 

Selling  quail  out  of  season 1 

Destrojdng  quail  nests 1 

Hunting  on  the  Lord’s  Day 1 

Total  245 


WARDENS  wardens  or  agents  of  the  Society  bringing 

ENGAGED  these  prosecutions,  together  with  the  number  of 
cases  which  each  successfully  conducted,  is  given 
below.  Some  of  these  wardens  have  been  sent  to  various  parts 
of  the  State  to  investigate  and  apprehend  offenders;  others 
have  worked  only  in  their  home  county,  or  even  their  imme- 
diate community: 


J.  R.  Upchurch 

. 21 

Weatherly  

8 

J.  W.  I.  McGee  (Agent)  . . 

. 1 

Lisk  

2 

G.  W.  Upchurch 

. 4 

York  

7 

Haddon  

. 28 

Pinner  

2 

Dunstan  

. 10 

Hines  

6 

IMonflcrhan  

. 1 

Parrish  

2 

Carter  

. 3 

W.  C.  Alexander  (Agent) . 

5 

Barham  

. 8 

Monroe  

24 

EllincrtnTi  . . . 

. 8 

Thompson  

29 

Thomason  

9 

Hanna  

4 

Havnes  

. 20 

Doughetv  

11 

Pleasants  

. 8 

Phillips  

1 

Turner  

. 1 

Holmes  

9 

Duvall  

. 1 

Dark  

2 

McElrov  

. 9 

T.  G.  Pearson  (Secretary)  . 

6 

Garrett 

. 4 
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LOCATION  interesting  to  note  the  distribution 

OF  OFFENSES  these  cases  throughout  the  State.  In  some 
counties  very  few  violations  of  the  law  are 
ever  reported,  and  there  seems  to  be  a great  difference  in  the 
various  sections  of  the  State  in  this  regard.  In  counties 
where  there  are  located  the  larger  towns  and  where  there  is, 
therefore,  a greater  demand  for  birds  for  eating  purposes, 
market  hunters  are  usually  in  greater  evidence.  Then,  too, 
in  the  matter  of  violating  game  laws  we  have  found  that  many 
of  those  who  most  persistently  commit  these  offenses  belong 
to  a certain  class  of  men  which  are  found  in  every  city  and 
are  usually  known  as  idlers  and  ne’er-do-wells.  It  may  be 
observed  from  the  following  list  that  the  work  of  the  wardens, 
as  represented  by  convictions,  has  been  widely  distributed 
throughout  the  State. 


Wake  

12 

Buncombe  

9 

Johnson  

•.  ...  12 

Hertford  

4 

Wilkes  

4 

Montgomery  

2 

Alamance  . . . . 

1 

Surry  

7 

Guilford 

45 

Brunswick 

2 

Cumberland  . . 

1 

Rowan  

53 

Nash  

1 

Pitt  

7 

Warren  

4 

Mecklenburg  

5 

Bertie 

10 

Anson 

4 

Davidson  

11 

Lenoir  

10 

Wilson  

2 

Randolph 

1 

Martin  

2 

Davie  

1 

Durham  

8 

Chatham  

2 

Halifax  

5 

Stanley  

1 

Edgecombe  . . . 

6 

Currituck  

12 

Ashe  

1 

HUNTING  ON 
LANDS  WITHOUT 
PERMISSION 


As  the  land  owners  of  the  State  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  law  which 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  post  their  land 
against  poachers,  and  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  game  wardens  to  prosecute  persons  found  hunting  on 
lands  without  permission,  the  Audubon  Society  is  appealed  to 
more  and  more  for  protection.  In  every  instance  when  such 
appeals  are  received  a warden  is  sent  if  possible  to  make  the 
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Young  Brown  Thrasher  Just  After  Leaving  the  Nest 


Young  Seabird  (Black  Skinner)  Not  yet  Able  to  Fly 


necessary  arrest  and  prosecution.  As  tlie  statutes  do  not 
permit  a warden  to  search  the  person  of  a man  found  hunting 
whom  he  suspects  of  illegally  killing  birds,  it  is  consequently 
often  very  difficult  to  establish  proof  of  his  having  committed 
a crime.  However,  the  fact  that  he  is  found  in  the  field  with 
dog  and  gun  without  permission  of  tfie  land  owner  is  an  easy 
matter  to  establish,  and  this  greatly  assists  in  making  cases 
against  guilty  parties.  These  two  reasons  will  explain  in  a 
measure  the  large  number  of  convictions  during  the  past  year 
for  hunting  without  permission.  This  law  is  doing  more  to 
protect  game  than  any  single  restrictive  measure  which  has 
been  enacted. 


PROTECTION  season  was  ^ hard  one  on  the  sea  birds, 

OF  SEA  BIRDS  excessive  high  storm  tides  repeatedly  swept 
portions  of  the  breeding  islands  and  at  least 
3500  eggs  were  either  carried  into  the  sea  or  washed  out  of 
the  nests  and  left  among  the  shells.  Fully  1000  of  these  eggs 
were  left  in  a great  windrow  at  high-water  mark;  in  many 
cases  they  were  piled  upon  each  other.  While  the  majority  were 
not  broken  by  this  rough  usage  they  were  in  all  cases  deserted 
by  the  birds,  which  at  once  set  about  laying  a second  setting 
of  eggs.  A hail  storm  which  occurred  near  the  early  part  of 
the  breeding  season  killed  about  160  young  laughing  gulls. 
Despite  these  set-backs,  there  was  raised  in  the  rookeries  about 
10,000  young  birds,  the  increase  being  about  equal  to  that  of 
the  year  previous.  While  visiting  the  colonies  in  June,  your 
Secretary  was  surprised  to  find  some  new  birds  there.  Closer 
observation  revealed  the  fact  that  they  were  Cabot’s  Terns, 
and  during  the  season  more  than  sixty  of  their  eggs  were  laid 
among  the  sand  and  shells  on  Koyal  Shoal  Island.  The  birds 
in  this  colony,  having  been  protected  for  a number  of  years, 
have  become  very  tame  and  unsuspicious.  The  Secretary  was 
enabled  to  photograph  great  masses  of  the  birds  frequently 
at  a distance  not  greater  than  fifteen  feet,  and  in  the  case  of 
a brooding  Cabot’s  Tern  he  was  enabled  by  exercising  caution 
to  crawl  over  the  bare  sand  to  within  seven  feet  of  the  bird 
and  there  remain  for  a time.  The  great  interest  attached  to 
this  species  is  that  the  Cabot’s  Tern  has  heretofore  been 
unknown  in  the  North  Carolina  colonies. 
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TTTTTVT^T-T^o,  ^ 6 1 a w w li  1 c li  1*6(1  uircs  that  all  non-resi- 

HUNTERS’  , T . • 1 • , • 

LICENSE  TAX  cleiits  desiring  to  hunt  in  this  State  is  now 

so  well  known  that  it  irs  hard  to  imagine 
how  any  hunter  could  be  ignorant  of  its  existence.  The 
law  has  been  on  the  statute  books  for  more  than  five  years, 
it  has  been  distributed  broadcast  by  this  Society  in  the 
form  of  pamphlets  in  every  county  from  the  mountains  to 
the  sea;  it  has  been  printed  on  large  cloth  “warning”  notices 
and  posted  at  every  court  house  in  the  State,  as  well  as  at 
country  stores,  postoffices  and  along  the  highways  by  the 
thousands;  it  has  been  proclaimed  time  and  again  from  the 
college  rostrum,  the  lecture  filatform,  even  by  the  judges  on 
the  bench ; it  has  been  published  repeatedly  in  the  newspapers, 
both  state  and  local  in  their  circulation,  as  well  as  in  the  out- 
of-door  and  hunting  magazines  of  the  country;  thousands  of 
letters  have  been  written  telling  of  it ; and  yet  for  some  reason 
a certain  per  cent,  of  non-resident  hunters  coming  to  North 
Carolina  annually  evade  the  license  despite  the  fact  that  the 
money  thus  collected  is  to  be  spent  in  enforcing  the  game  laws. 
The  vast  majority  of  non-resident  sportsmen  gladly  comply 
with  the  law,  even  taking  a certain  sportsman-like  pleasure  in 
doing  so,  knowing  too  that  by  helping  to  support  the  game 
protective  laws  better  shooting  is  in  store  for  them  another 
year. 


Some  men  will  avoid  paying  their  fare  on  the  street  car 
if  they  can  successfully  evade  the  scrutiny  of  the  conductor. 
The  same  type  of  non-resident  will  go  hunting  without  a 
license,  and  if  a game  warden  does  not  chance  to  catch  him 
he  will  leave  the  State  without  performing  the  part  recpiired 
of  him  by  law,  viz.,  contributing  to  the  Game  Protection  Fund. 


We  are  obliged  to  use  considerable  funds  every  year  in 
paying  wardens  to  hunt  up  and  collect  the  licenses  from  this 
class  of  men.  These  hunters  should  obey  the  law  cheerfully 
and  not  require  this  attention  from  the  wardens  whose  time 
could  then  be  spent  in  looking  after  persons  guilty  of  ille- 
gally killing  game.  Some  very  annoying  cases  of  this  offense 
have  occurred  during  the  past  year,  notably  one  in  GuiPord 
County  where  the  leader  of  a company  of  four  scions  of 
wealthy  New  Yorkers  gave  it  out  that  he  and  his  friends 
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hunted  when  they  got  ready  without  complying  with  the 
State  law.  I may  add  in  this  connection  that  when  their  case 
was  dismissed  by  the  court  they  found  themselves  about  $200 
out  of  pocket  and  had  promised  to  be  good  in  the  future.  A 
similar  license  law  is  in  force  in  nearly  every  State  in  the 
Union  and  those  having  charge  of  game  protection  matters  in 
many  of  them  tell  of  having  similar  experiences.  A number 
of  arrests  have  been  made  in  North  Carolina  during  the  year 
and  in  seventeen  cases  sentence  has  been  passed. 


PERMITS  FOR  There  have  as  usual  been  many  requests 
SHIPPING  QUAIL  permits  to  ship  quail  from  this  State 

to  game  preserves  in  other  States  for  the 
purpose  of  propagation.  Their  number,  however,  has  been 
much  less  than  in  yeai*s  previous.  This  doubtless  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  Southern  quail  shipped  North  in  recent  years 
have  propagated  but  indifferently,  and,  in  most  eases  the 
experiments  have  been  complete  failures.  Four  permits  have 
been  granted  during  the  year,  as  follows : 


Leonard  Tufts  preserve,  Massachusetts  24  birds 

Plummer  Bush  preserve,  New  York  96  birds 

Emmett  George  preserve,  Pennsylvania  48  birds 

Perkins’  preserve,  Connecticut  24  birds 


The  interest  in  the  scientific  study  of  birds  is 
TO  COLLECT  renected  in  the  number  ot  requests  tor  permits 
to  collect  specimens  for  scientific  purposes. 
When  these  requests  are  accompanied  with  the  endorsement  of 
those  well  known  scientists,  as  is  required  by  law.  the  permits 
are  always  granted.  As  the  holders  of  permits  are  required 
to  make  a written  report  to  this  office  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  give  a list  of  the  specimens  which  they  have  collected, 
considerable  information  of  scientific  value  is  being  gathered 
regarding  systematic  ornithology.  The  following  permits  have 
been  issued  duriiis:  the  vear : 


S.  C.  Bruner,  Student,  Raleigh. 

C.  S.  Brimley,  Naturalist,  Raleigh. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Oberholser,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington. 
Dr.  Louis  B.  Bishop,  Naturalist,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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N.  E.  Gould,  Student  and  Collector  for  Dr,  Bishop  and  the  State 
Museum,  Manteo,  N.  C. 

Two  students  of  Biltmore  School  of  Forestry,  Pisgah  Forest, 
N.  C.,  viz.,  D.  E.  Landerburn  and  J.  E.  Kichardson. 


ILLEGAL  SHIPMENT 
OF  GAME 


The  high  prices  for  (piail  which  con- 
tinue to  prevail  in  northern  markets 
tenipt  many  men  to  run  the  risk  of 
l)eing  caught  by  violating  the  statute  against  shipping  them 
out  of  the  State.  So  skilfully  is  this  done  in  many  instances 
that  the  wardens  are  often  unable  to  locate  the  shipments 
before  they  have  crossed  the  Virginia  line.  Several  seizures 
were  made  and  two  parties  were  tried  and  convicted  in  the 
courts.  Several  other  cases  will  shortly  come  up  in  the  Crim- 
inal Courts,  the  evidence  having  been  placed  by  the  Audubon 
Society  in  the  hands  of  the  Solicitors  of  the  districts  having 
jurisdiction.  Some  confiscations  were  made  for  wrongly  mark- 
ing packages  or  shipping  from  counties  to  other  parts  of  the 
State  in  violation  of  those  counties’  laws.  Where  a seizure 
of  birds  is  made  they  are  at  once  confiscated  by  the  acting 
warden  and  the  birds  sold  at  auction.  The  warden  makes  a 
detailed  report  in  writing  to  the  Audubon  Office  and  forwards 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  the  State  Treasurer  at  Raleigh, 
where  it  is  placed  in  the  “Bird  and  Game  Fund”.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a list  of  the  packages  captured  during  the  past 
season  and  the  amounts  realized  from  their  sale  : 


Trunk  from  High  Point  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  84  birds $8.40 

Box  (unmarked)  to  Huffine  Hotel,  Greensboro,  24  birds 2.40 

Box,  from  Silk  Hope  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  12  birds 1.20 

Egg  crate  from  Eickford  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  92  birds 9.20 

Egg  crate  from  Yadkinville  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  60  birds 6.00 

Butter  box  from  Eockford  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  24  birds 2.40 

Box  from  Ararat  to  Pilot  Mountain,  36  birds  3.75 

Lard  package  from  Mayodan  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  82  birds...  8.00 

Egg  crate  from  Porter  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  35  birds 3.25 

Open  package  seized  at  Weldon,  12  birds  75 
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CURRITUCK  ^ conservative  estimate,  four  hundred  men 

SOUND  season  are  engaged  in  shooting  ducks  and 

geese  in  Currituck  for  the  market.  The  hunters 
generally  sell  the  fowl  to  local  buyers,  who  in  turn  ship  it 
to  markets  out  of  the  State.  A large  per  cent.,  of  these  ship- 
ments go  to  New  York,  although  some  stop  in  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  even  Norfolk.  The  life  these  men  lead  while 
engaged  in  shooting  is  a hard  one,  as  they  are  necessarily 
exposed  frequently  to  extremes  of  cold  and  rain.  In  fact  the 
most  favorable  shooting  days  for  the  best  selling  ducks  are 
usually  those  when  the  water  is  rough  and  the  snow  or  rain 
is  falling.  When  the  ‘‘flight”  is  good,  however,  they  often 
reap  a rich  harvest  for  their  efforts.  Your  Secretary  was  told 
in  Currituck  of  one  man  who  killed  75  red-head  and  25  canvas- 
back  ducks  in  a single  day,  and  another  Avho  shot  200  red-head 
for  which  he  received  $140.00.  Such  kills,  I understand,  are 
not  infrequent.  The  usual  prices  for  marketable  fowl  are : 
Ked-head,  $1.60  per  pair;  Canvasback,  $2.70  per  pair;  Ruddy 
ducks,  90  cents  per  pair,  and  Canada  Geese,  80  cents  to  $1.00 
per  pair.  These  prices  are  subject  to  slight  fluctuation. 

There  is  no  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  these  birds 
from  the  State,  nor  does  the  statute  limit  the  number  of  such 
birds  which  a hunter  may  take  in  a day  or  season.  There  are, 
however,  a number  of  restrictive  measures ; for  instance,  no 
one  is  permitted  to  kill  fowl  on  Wednesday,  Saturday  or 
Sunday.  These  are  known  as  “lay  days,”  and  are  given  to 
the  ducks  in  order  that  they  rest  from  the  prosecution  which 
on  other  days  follows  them  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  It  is  also 
illegal  to  shoot  from  a moving  boat,  to  leave  a landing  for  the 
ducking  grounds  before  sunrise,  or  to  “sail,  row  or  propel 
a boat  in  any  way  after  wild  fowl  in  the  waters  of  Currituck 
Sound  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  them  upon  the  wing.”  These 
are  samples  of  some  of  the  local  county  measures  which  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  establish  in  order  to  afford  the  fowl 
some  protection. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  among  so  large  a number 
of  market  hunters,  all  of  whom  are  quite  naturally  anxious 
to  make  their  saVs  as  large  as  possible,  there  should  be  a num- 
ber who  are  disposed  to  break  over  the  restrictive  laws  and  kill 
ducks  bv  illegal  methods. 
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The  New  Patrol  Boat  “Dovekie,”  and  Boat  House,  both  Owned  by  State  Audubon  Society 


“Dovekie”  Leaving  Boat  House 
Poplar  Branch  Wharf  in  the  background  (Currituck  Sound) 


In  order  to  facilitate  the  warden  work  in  Cnrrituck  Sound 
the  past  year,  the  Audubon  Society  purchased,  just  before  the 
opening  of  the  hunting  season,  a launch  for  the  use  of  the 
wardens  in  patroling  the  Sound.  M.  W.  Haynes,  Game 
Warden,  from  Tarboro,  had  oversight  of  the  warden  force  in 
the  Sound  the  past  winter.  In  his  final  report  he  says,  in 
part : 

‘‘My  work  was  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  1907,  and  January  and  February  and  20  days  in 
March,  1908.  There  were  31  cases  prosecuted  for  violation 
of  game  laws;  three  for  night  shooting,  two  of  which  were 
acquitted  by  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the  other  by  the  action 
of  the  jury  at  the  February  term  of  Criminal  Court;  one  for 
shooting  on  lay  day,  acquitted  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  the 
February  term ; eighteen  ( 18 ) for  anchoring  decked  boat  con- 
trary to  law,  twelve  (12)  of  which  were  acquitted  at  the 
Justice  Court,  six  (6)  are  now  awaiting  trial  at  the  Criminal 
Court  September  term.  True  bills  having  been  found  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  February  term,  twelve  (12)  were  convicted  and 
plead  guilty  and  were  caused  to  pay  the  fine  in  each  case  by 
His  Honor  Judge  Cook,  February  term.  Eight  (8)  of  these 
cases  were  for  sailing  or  propelling  after  wild  fowl;  four  (1) 
were  for  shooting  wild  fowl  out  of  season.  There  seemed  to  be 
sufficient  evidence  in  all  these  cases  to  convict  the  parties,  but 
owing  to  the  local  feeling  and  the  failure  of  the  magistrates  t 
to  do  their  duty  these  parties  were  acquitted  for  failing  to 
anchor  decked  boats  according  to  law.  His  Honor  Judge 
Cook  reprimanded  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  his  action  in 
those  cases  and  His  Honor  reprimanded  the  jury  for  the 
verdict  of  not  guilty  in  the  case  of  Curies  for  night  shooting. 

“IMy  Avork  as  chief  over  the  force  of  wardens  in  Curri- 
tuck has  consisted  of  general  patrol  duty  on  the  gasoline  boat 
‘Dovekie’  from  the  south  end  of  PowePs  Point  to  the  north 
end  at  Church  Island,  and  diAuding  my  time  as  near  as  possible 
with  the  AA^ardens  stationed  at  the  different  places  and  going 
AAuth  them  day  and  night. 

“I  have  also  done  AA^hat  I could  by  talking  to  the  citizens  of 
the  County  and  writing  letters  to  create  a better  feeling 
toAvards  the  wardens’  work  and  a public  sentiment  for  better 
game  protection,  which  I am  confident  has  done  some  good. 
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‘'The  gasoline  launch  Dovekie  has  proven  herself  a great 
aid  in  the  work,  but  I find  that  it  will  be  neccvssary  to  properly 
carry  on  the  work  to  secure  a small  boat,  say  14  feet  skiff 
with  a 2 or  2V2  horsepower  gasoline  engine  to  run  her,  which 
can  be  used  in  the  shallow  waters  or  hid  awaj'  in  the  marshes 
during  the  day  or  used  for  sneak  work  at  night.  This  boat 
could  be  towed  by  the  Dovekie  when  making  a run  from  one 
point  of  the  Sound  to  another. 

“I  have  erected  near  Poplar  Branch  in  the  water  owned 
by  the  Narrows  Island  Club  a boat  house  34  feet  by  10  feet, 
arranged  so  the  Dovekie  can  be  run  in  the  house  when  not  in 
use  and  also  rigged  so  that  the  boat  can  be  pulled  out  of  the 
water  Avhen  necessary.  A space  of  6 feet  by  10  feet  has  been 
floored  and  arranged  for  oil  and  other  ecpiipments  for  the 
Avar  den  work. 

“The  past  season,  OAAung  to  the  extremely  mild  weather 
and  the  Ioav  tides,  has  not  been  as  good  for  shooting  as  in 
former  seasons.  The  gunners  of  the  section  haAung  fallen  short 
possibly  $5000  of  their  sales  of  duck  and  game  of  last  season. 
The  financial  condition  of  the  residents  along  Currituck 
Sound  is  causing  some  of  them  to  go  to  the  farms  for  support 
instead  of  depending  on  the  Sound  and  I am  quite  sure  that 
another  season  will  not  find  as  many  gunners  in  Currituck 
Sound  as  the  past  season.  The  club  members  of  different 
clubs  along  the  Sound  have  not  \fisited  the  clubs  as  much  this 
season  as  usual;  this  I attribute  to  the  financial  conditions 
in  Ncav  York. 

“The  geese  and  swan  haA^e  been  A^ery  plentiful  during  the 
entire  season,  and  there  has  been  lots  of  duck  in  the  sound 
feeding  at  night,  but  owing  to  the  A^ery  mild  weather  they  have 
gone  to  the  ocean  during  the  day  for  rest,  and  feed  has  been 
more  scarce  on  the  sound  waters  this  past  season  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  this  being  caused  by  the  extremely  Ioav  tides  last 
summer. 

“I  feel  that  our  work  the  past  season  has  been  very  satis- 
factory and  that  Ave  have  been  able  to  do  much  good  con- 
sidering existing  conditions  in  suppressing  violation  of  the 
game  laws.” 
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LEGISLATION 


During  the  recent  special  session  of  the 
Legislature,  a number  of  bills  were  intro- 
duced regarding  game  protective  measures, 
all  of  which  were  of  a restrictive  nature.  The  Secretary  was 
frequently  asked  by  members  of  the  Legislature  for  sugges- 
tions. and  in  some  cases  assistance  was  recjuested  in  drafting 
these  bills.  Xo  word  of  adverse  criticism  to  the  Audubon 
work  was  heard  in  Kaleigh,  but  on  the  other  hand,  many  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest 
praise  of  the  good  work  which  the  Society  is  doing. 


DESTRUCTION  BY 
CATS  Ai^D  DOGS 


Letters  are  oftep  received  at  the  Audu- 
bon Office  calling  attention  to  the 
destruction  by  cats  and  dogs  of  the  bird 
life  of  the  State,  and  asking  if  it  is  not  possible  to  secure  sjine 
legislation  which  will  be  of  a restrictive  nature  on  the  free 
wanderings  of  these  animals.  That  some  provision  is  needed 
to  keep  dogs  up  during  the  breeding  season  of  the  birds  any 
observant  friend  of  birds  Avill  readily  admit.  AYe  cemniend 
the  attention  of  readers  of  this  Eeport  to  the  following  typical 
letter  recently  received  from  an  enthusiastic  student  of 
Nature : 


The  Aufliilion  Society  of  North  Carolina  is  doing  a noble  work  for 
the  protection  of  birds;  but  it  is  a complex  work,  and  although  much 
good  has  been  accomplished  along  some  lines,  there  is  one  matter — 
and  in  my  opinion  a matter  of  much  importance — upon  which,  I 
believe,  no  action  has  as  yet  been  taken.  I refer  to  the  destruction 
^f  birds’  eggs  and  of  young  birds  in  the  nest,  by  dogs. 

The  eat  is  said  to  be  a great  destroyer  of  bird  life,  which  is 
■doubtless  true,  but  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  dogs  probably 
destroy  many  times  the  number  of  birds  and  eggs  that  are  destroyed 
by  cats.  There  are  ol)vious  reasons  for  this. 

The  dog  often  wanders  over  miles  of  country  in  a day;  his  keen 
scent  will  easily  lead  him  to  the  nests  of  birds  that  build  on  the 
ground,  and  if  those  nests  contain  eggs  or  young  birds,  who  can 
doubt  that  they  will  be  quickly  devoured;  for  whoever  knew  a dog 
to  refuse  a tender  morsel  of  fresh  meat? 

This  part  of  the  country  is  overrun  by  dogs.  No  tax  is  imposed 
on  them  outside  city  limits;  some  people  are  raising  them  by  the 
dozen  and  most  of  them  are  worse  than  worthless  curs. 
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Jn  Massachusetts  fifty  birds  a year  has  been  j^iven  as  a conserva- 
tive estimate  for  a ^ cat’s  “bag”  in  good  hunting  grounds.  A man 
in  Maine  testified  that  his  cat  killed  about  fifty  birds  a year.  Another 
person  wrote  of  a cat  that  killed  fifty-eight  birds. 

But  assuming  that  the  average  cat  in  Massachusetts  kills  only 
ten  birds  a year  it  is  estimated  that  700,000  are  killed  by  them 
annually. 

North  Carolina  is  more  than  six  times  larger  than  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;  but  as  North  Carolina  has  only  about  two-thirds  as 
large  a population  as  Massachusetts  it  is  probably  fair  to  assume  that 
the  feline  population  is  about  in  the  same  proportion,  and  if  bird 
hunting  is  as  good  here  and  the  North  Carolina  cat  is  as  good  a 
hunter  as  its  Massachusetts  sister,  we  may  estimate  the  number 
annually  killed  by  cats  in  this  State  at  466,666;  and  if  what  1 stated 
before  is  correct — that  dogs  probably  destroy  many  times  the  number 
of  birds  that  are  killed  by  cats,  in  North  Carolina — the  destruction 
must  be  enormous. 

Most  of  our  game  birds  nest  on  the  ground,  and  it  is  my  opinion 
that  they  will  never  become  very  numerous  while  dogs  are  allowed  to 
prowl  over  the  country  in  such  numbers  as  at  present. 

And  here  the  question  arises  how  to  remedy  the  evil.  What  means 
could  best  be  adopted  by  the  Audubon  Society  to  abate  the  nuisance? 

Some  other  people  are  in  a better  position  to  judge  of  this  than 
I am,  but  I hope  the  question  will  be  agitated  until  great  good  shall 
be  accomplished. 

A dog  tax  would  no  doubt  go  far  toward  diminishing  the  number 
of  worthless  dogs;  but  if  a majority  of  the  people  care  more  for 
their  dogs  than  they  do  for  the  birds  it  might  not  be  easy  to  get 
such  an  ordinance  passed. 

However,  I think  that  a leaflet  on  the  subject  might  be  printed 
and  distributed  among  the  people,  along  with  other  educational  bird- 
literature. 

It  might  be  well  to  warn  owners  of  hunting  dogs  that  they  should 
keep  them  from  running  at  large  especially  in  the  breeding  season 
of  birds;  for  there  is  probably  no  animal  better  fitted  to  find  nests 
of  birds  than  the  bird-dog. 

Yours  truly,  E.  J.  Aiton. 

Greensboro,  N.  C.,  March  31,  1908. 
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A Currituck  Duck  Hunter  Painting  Decoys 


The  “Dutcher”,  Warden  N.  P.  Jennett  Leaning  on  the  Cabin,  Engineer  W.  E.  Quidley  Standing  Aft 


REPORT  OF  MISS  MOORE,  SCHOOL  SECRETARY 


The  following  is  a report  of  my  work  as  School  Secretary 
from  June  20th,  1907,  to  March  24th,  1908 : 

The  first  few  weeks  were  spent  in  studying  literature  per- 
taining to  the  objects  and  work  of  the  Audubon  Society  and 
the  economic  value  of  birds  and  in  preparing  the  talks  that  I 
was  to  make  at  the  Farmers’  Institutes  of  the  State.  For  six 
weeks  in  July  and  August  I traveled  with  the  Farmers’  Insti- 
tute party  that  was  sent  out  by  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  institutes  I attended  were  held  at  twenty- 
five  points  in  twenty-three  counties.  I visited  Louisburg, 
Warrenton,  Henderson,  Oxford,  Durham,  County  Home, 
Wadesboro,  Marshville,  Carmel,  Huntersville,  ]\Iooresville, 
Concord,  Salisbury,  Newton,  Mocksville,  China  Grove,  Lex- 
ington, Whiteville,  Wilmington,  Burgaw,  Powell’s  Springs, 
Woodland,  Kinston,  Hickory,  the  Iredell  Test  Farm,  and 
Taylorsville.  At  each  of  these  places  I spoke  at  what  was 
known  as  the  ‘‘joint  meeting”.  The  plan  pursued  at  the 
Institutes  was  to  have  two  meetings  in  the  morning,  one  for 
the  farmers  and  one  for  their  wives.  At  these  meetings  talks 
were  given  on  farming  and  household  matters.  In  the  after- 
noons, however,  both  men  and  women  met  for  a joint  meet- 
ing at  which  talks  on  subjects  of  interest  to  both  were  given. 
At  these  afternoon  gatherings  I spoke  for  half  an  hour  on  the 
Economic  Value  of  Birds,  or  their  value  to  the  farmers.  In 
most  instances  I found  the  people  interested  in  what  I had 
to  say,  but  the  idea  that  birds  are  of  real  use  seemed  to  be  a 
new  one  to  the  majority  of  my  hearers.  In  a few  places  I 
found  persons  who  openly  scoffed  at  the  statements  made, 
but  these  were  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  At  each 
place  I explained  briefly  something  of  the  work  of  the  Audu- 
bon Society  and  offered  to  send  those  interested  copies  of  the 
game  laws  and  bird  leaflets.  As  a result  of  this  offer  on  my 
return  to  Greensboro  I mailed  out  about  three  thousand  copies 
of  the  leaflets  and  laws.  In  all  I reached  directly  about 
forty-six  hundred  (4600)  people.  I believe  that  it  was  work 
along  the  right  line  for,  generally  speaking,  the  farmers  of 
our  State  know  little  about  the  food  habits  of  birds.  They 


have  little  conception  of  their  real  value  and  as  a rule  are 
more  willing  to  destroy  them  as  pests  than  to  protect  them  for 
the  services  that  they  render.  Before  the  Audubon  Society 
shall  have  finished  its  work  the  farmers  must  be  reached  and 
educated  up  to  the  point  where  they  will  protect  rather  than 
destroy  bird  life. 

In  addition  to  the  Farmers’  Institutes,  I attended  one 
meeting  of  an  Orchard  Growers’  Association  at  Mount  Airy 
and  spoke  to  those  present  on  the  value  of  birds  in  the 
orchards. 

Most  of  my  remaining  time  has  been  spent  on  school  work. 
Early  in  the  fall  all  the  county  and  city  superintendents  of 
schools  were  asked  to  send  me  a list  of  all  the  teachers  under 
them  who  were  interested  in  nature  study.  To  each  of  these 
superintendents  I sent  a set  of  bird  leafiets.  Then  when  the 
names  of  the  teachers  came  in  I sent  sets  of  leaflets  to  them, 
offering  to  send  them  additional  numbers  if  the}"  wished  to 
use  them  in  their  work.  From  all  sections  of  the  State  have 
come  requests  for  these  leafiets  and  during  the  past  few  months 
I have  sent  out  many  thousands  of  them.  The  letters  received 
from  the  teachers  who  have  used  them  show  that  they  have 
been  of  much  pleasure  and  service  both  to  teachers  and  pupils. 
Before  another  year  is  over  I hope  to  get  in  closer  touch  with 
the  schools  of  the  State  by  visiting  some  of  them  and  talking 
to  the  children  about  l)irds.  I find  many  instances  of  interest 
in  bird  study  shown  in  the  schools  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
many  of  them  will  include  it  in  their  courses  of  study. 

Two  weeks  ago  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Guilford 
County  Teachers’  Association  and  spoke  to  the  teachers  pres- 
ent about  the  value  of  bird  study  in  the  schools.  I also  dis- 
tributed to  each  of  them  a set  of  the  bird  leafiets. 

During  the  past  year  the  Local  Junior  Secretaries  have 
been  increased  to  fourteen.  A list  of  their  names  and 
addesses  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  report.  We  hope  to 
very  largely  increase  this  number  during  the  coming  year. 
Following  is  a list  of  books  in  the  Nature  Study  Library, 
which  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  Junior  Secretary,  whose 
duty  is  to  stimulate  interest  in  their  communities  for  bird 
study  and  bird  protection : 
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‘‘Everyday  Birds,”  i)y  Bradford  Torrey. 

“Squirrels,  and  Other  Eur  Bearers,”  by  John  Burroughs. 

“Bird  Neighbors,”  by  Neltje  Blauchan. 

“Bird  Life,”  by  Frank  M.  Chapman. 

“How  to  Attract  the  Bird,”  by  Neltje  Blauchan. 

“First  Book  of  Birds,”  by  Olive  Thorne  Miller. 

“Stories  of  Bird  Life,”  by  T.  Gilbert  Pearson. 

“Eye  Spy,”  by  William  Hamilton  Gibson. 

“Familiar  Trees,”  by  F.  S.  Matthews. 

“Wild  Animals  I Have  Known,”  by  Ernest  T.  Seton. 

“Fowls  of  the  Air,”  by  W.  J.  Long. 

“The  American  Natural  History,”  by  Wm.  T.  Hornaday. 

Additional  books  have  lately  been  added  to  the  libraries 
in  the  possession  of  Miss  Bettie  Caldwell,  Greensboro,  and 
Mrs.  Robert  U.  Garrett,  Asheville.  Mrs.  Garrett  is  one  of 
onr  most  faithful  and  indefatigable  workers.  The  following 
quotation  from  her  last  report  speaks  for  itself ; ‘ ‘ The  teachers 
come  to  me  and  are  fairly  clamoring  for  new  material. 
I have  on  hand  of  Pearson’s  ‘Protect  the  Insect-Eating  Birds’ 
enough  for  the  teachers  who  come  here.  It  is  a most  popular 
leaflet  and  if  brought  out  in  enlarged  pamphlet  form  it  would 
be  a treasure  for  the  schools.  Some  of  the  teachers  make  the 
higher  grades  learn  the  text  and  recite  from  it.  Have  also 
39  leaflets  on  the  nighthawk  and  20  on  the  meadow  lark.  Of 
those  with  colored  plates  have  kept  specimens  of  six  which  are 
read  here  at  the  house.  I would  like  to  have  from  3000  to 
5000  for  the  winter  on  all  the  subjects  out.  About  twenty 
teachers  come  regularly  to  prepare  all  their  nature  work.  I 
give  the. leaflets  where  they  will  go  directly  into  the  school 
work.  My  most  recent  calls  were  for  Thrasher,  Kingbird, 
Robin,  Carolina  Wren,  Kingflsher  and  Goldflnch.  All  the 
books  have  been  in  steady  circulation.  ‘Bird  Homes’  and 
‘Bird  Life’  were  the  most  popular  during  the  nesting  season. 
Then,  too,  the  teachers  were  so  glad  to  get  an  interesting  bird 
book  for  vacation.” 

We  have  in  the  office  the  books  for  several  other  libraries 
which  will  probably  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  reliable  persons 
at  some  time  during  the  coming  year. 

I have  written  articles  for  several  papers,  such  as  the 
Progressive  Farmer  and  the  North  Carolina  Journal  of  Educa- 
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Nest  and  Sggs  of  White-eyed  Vireo. 

Note  how  the  nest  blends  with  its  surroundings,  thus 
rendering  it  inconspicuous. 


Eggs  of  the  Royal  Tern  Just  as  they  are  Laid  by  the  Birds  on  the  Beach. 
At  a short  distance  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  them  from  the  sand. 


tion  on  the  Economic  Value  of  Birds  and  J^ird  Study  in  the 
Schools.  From  time  to  time  other  such  articles  will  be  pre- 
pared for  the  papers  of  the  State. 

During  the  State  Fair  at  Raleigh  the  Audubon  Society  had 
a booth  in  which  were  exhibited  bird  pictures,  literature,  and 
our  Nature  Study  Libraries.  At  this  time  I distributed  a great 
deal  of  literature  to  the  people  who  passed  by  the  booth. 

Half  of  my  time  belongs  to  the  National  Association  of 
Audubon  Societies  and  during  the  past  January  and  February 
I did  a work  in  South  Carolina  such  as  I hope  to  be  able  to  do 
in  my  own  State  soon.  For  six  Aveeks  I visited  the  schools 
in  most  of  the  cities  and  larger  towns  of  South  Carolina.  Dur- 
ing this  time  I spoke  sixty-eight  times  and  my  combined 
audiences  numbered  about  fifteen  thousand  teachers  and 
pupils. 


MEMBERSHIP 

The  membership  of  the  Audubon  Society  continues  to  grow 
steadily,  and  persons  in  sympathy  with  the  Avork  of  the  Audu- 
bon Society  are  invited  to  become  members  and  are  urged  to 
interest  their  friends  Avith  similar  sympathies  to  do  likeAvise. 

Any  person,  firm,  or  corporation,  in  sympathy  Avith  the 
objects  of  the  Audubon  Society  of  North  Carolina,  may  join 
any  of  the  classes  of  membership  upon  the  folloAving  terms. 


and  all  are  Avelcome,  viz. : 

Benefactor,  one  fee $500.00 

Patron,  one  fee 100.00 

Life  Member,  one  fee 10.00 

Sustaining  Member,  institution  fee 5.00 

Annual  fee  afterwards  of . . . $1.00 

Eegular  Member,  one  fee 1.00 

Junior  Members  (persons  under  15  years  of  age) 

one  fee  .10 


FolloAving  is  given  a list  of  the  members  belonging  to  the 
first  five  classes  of  membership  : 
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BENEFACTORS 


Mr.  George  J.  Gould 

National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies 


PATRONS 

O.  W.  Bright 
W.  T.  Brown 
John  E.  Thayer 
Byard  Thayer 

LIFE  MEMBERS 


William  G.  Borland 
Carteret  Gun  and  Rod  Club  Co. 
Clarence  H.  Mackay 
W.  Gould  Brokaw 


Agelasto,  P.  A. 

Aiken,  I.  H. 

Ambler,  Dr.  C.  P. 
Anthony,  Col.  T.  J. 
Barnmutz,  John 
Bartlett,  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Battle  Jr.,  Dr.  K.  P. 
Biggs,  Dr.  M.  H. 
Binney,  Edwin 
Blades,  Dr.  L.  S. 
Blair,  W.  A. 

Boddie,  Miss  Viola 
Boswell,  Mrs.  Martha 
Brandt,  L.  J. 

Brooks,  A.  L. 

Brown,  P.  M. 
Buckingham,  B.  H. 
Buckthorn,  Lodge 
Burbank,  W.  F. 
Burleson,  J.  E. 
Burrowes,  Jno.  C. 
Cabot,  Arthur  T. 
Calhoun,  Henry  W. 
Chambers,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Chatham,  H.  G. 
Chatfield,  H.  S. 
Cheshire,  Bishop  J.  B. 
Clark,  Rev.  Melton 
Clapp,  Ernest 
Cobb,  Howard 
Cobb,  H.  W. 


Cobb,  Marion 
Cone,  Julius  W. 

Cone,  Ceasar 
Cone,  Mrs.  Moses  H. 
Cornell,  R.  C. 

Coxe,  Fred  J. 

Cox,  Genl.  Wm.  R. 
Croatan  Club 
Dalton,  Mrs.  R.  R. 
Dallett,  F.  A. 

Davis,  Geo.  W. 
Davis,  L.  W. 

Davies,  Julian  T. 
Dockery,  Claudius 
Dunstan,  F.  M. 
Fenno,  L.  Carteret 
Fisher,  Chas.  D. 
Freeman,  Miss  H.  E. 
Frick,  J.  Swan 
Fries,  Frank 
Fries,  H.  E. 

Fry,  S.  G. 

Fry,  Charles 
Fuller,  F.  S. 
Galloway,  Rawley 
Gamwell,  R.  H. 
Garrett,  Robt.  U. 
Gill,  John 

Gilbert,  H.  Bramhall 
Goodwin,  Dr.  A.  W. 
Green,  Jas.  M. 
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LIFE  MEMBERS  (continued) 


Grinnell,  George  Bird 
Griswold,  Br.  Henry 
Guilford  College 
Gudger,  Dr.  E.  W. 
Hanes,  P.  H. 

Hardie,  J.  O. 

Hayes,  J.  F. 

Hemenway,  Augustus 
Hewitt,  R.  R. 

Hoffman,  P.  B. 
Holbrook,  R.  T. 

Hood,  R.  C. 

Johnson,  W.  J. 

Johnson,  E,  A. 

Johnson,  R.  W. 

Johnson,  J.  TV. 

Jordan,  J.  F. 

Kennedy,  S.  P. 

King,  M.  K. 

Knox,  Dr.  A.  W. 

Knox,  Henry  E. 
Lambert,  Dr.  G.  H. 

Lash,  Dr.  TV.  A. 

Latta,  TVilliam  J. 
Lawrence,  John  B. 

Lea,  Charles  M. 

Leak,  J.  D. 

Leaning,  John  B. 
Bindley,  J.  Y an 
Bindley,  Paul 
Lockhart,  J.  A. 

Logan,  Dr.  John  E. 
Lowry,  H.  L. 

Likens,  TV.  E. 

Lyon,  George 
Magnus,  Otto 
Manley,  Clement  A. 
McClamroch  Mantel  Co. 
McKenzie,  B. 

Mead,  F.  S. 

Mebane,  Robt.  S. 

Monell  Jr.,  Ambrose 
Morgan  Jr,,  J.  P. 


Xelson,  L.  J. 

Nichols,  Lyman 
Norris,  Dr.  Henry 
Odell,  J.  A. 

Patterson,  Hon.  G.  B. 
Patterson,  Frank  T, 
Pearson,  T,  Gilbert 
Perkins,  A.  R. 

Perkins,  Russell 
Phillips,  I.  A. 

Pratt,  Dr,  J.  H. 

Pray,  TVilliam 
Rainsford,  Dr.  TV.  S. 
Raper,  Emery  E. 
Rascoe,  A.  S. 

Reece,  J.  M. 

Reynolds,  R.  J. 
Roebling,  Mrs,  John  A. 
Schenck,  Dr,  C.  A. 
Seabury,  Frank 
Seeman,  H.  E. 

Shaffner,  Henry  F. 
Stone,  Jos.  J. 

Stout,  A.  Y. 

Sturges,  Frank  TV. 
Sturges,  Arthur  P, 
Taylor,  Dr.  Isaac  M. 
Thomson,  TV.  S. 

The  Toxaway  Company 
Tufts,  Leonard 
Yaughn,  R.  G. 

TValser,  Z.  Y. 

TVarren,  Samuel  D. 
TVatts,  George  TV. 
TVebb,  J.  Louis 
Webb,  Dr.  W.  Seaward 
White,  David 
TVhite,  L.  W. 

Wiliams,  E.  H. 

Wilkes,  E.  L. 

Worth,  C.  W. 

Wilson,  Dr.  Albert  R, 
Young,  John  A. 
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SUSTAINING  MEMBERS 


Albright,  E.  M.* 
Allison,  John  P. 
Andrews,  F.  H. 
Andrews  Jr.,  A.  B. 
Armfield,  J.  H. 
Argo,  Col.  T.  M, 
Bailey,  J.  Will 
Banner,  Dr.  C.  W. 
Barringer,  J.  A. 
Barringer,  Eev.  P. 
Batchelor,  W.  P. 
Battle,  Dr.  J.  T.  J. 
Battle,  Dr.  S.  W. 
Bauman,  H.  T. 
Benizer,  A.  G. 
Berry,  L.  A. 

Bevill,  W.  E. 

Bivins,  Prof.  J.  A. 
Blackwell,  W.  T. 
Boushall,  J.  D. 
Breece,  Jas.  L. 
Brauman,  H.  T. 
Brem,  Walter 
Briggs,  Dr.  H.  H. 
Buckel,  J.  A. 
Burleyson,  Dr.  L.  N. 
Burroughs,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Burwell,  W.  K. 
Caroon,  N.  H. 

Carr  Jr.,  J.  S. 
Carson,  C.  M. 

Cates,  E.  W. 
Coldwell  Jr.,  E. 
Collins,  D.  H. 
Coltrane,  D.  B. 

Cone,  F.  W. 

Cook,  John  M. 
Covington,  C.  C. 
Cox,  Dr.  Tench 
Crowell,  J.  L. 
Cunningham,  J.  S. 
Dees,  Dr,  D.  A. 


Dick,  John  M. 
Dickerson,  E.  N. 
Douglas,  E.  D. 
Drewry,  J.  C. 
Duffy,  F.  S. 
Eastman,  George 
Edwards,  O.  E. 
Ellington,  J.  O. 
Foil,  W.  A. 
Foreman,  Dr.  J,  W. 
Foy,  W.  F. 

Foust,  Prof.  J.  I. 
French,  Geo.  E. 
Fry,  J.  W. 

Fry  Jr.,  Chas. 
Giersh,  E.  F. 
Gifford,  Livingston 
Glenn,  Dr.  E.  B. 
Glenn,  Tyre 
Green,  H.  McL. 
Green,  T.  M. 

Greer,  Charles 
Grifhn,  Eev.  T.  P. 
Griggs,  Dr,  W.  T. 
Grimsley,  Geo.  A. 
Harden,  G.  M. 
Harding,  Edw.  J. 
Harris,  J.  S. 

Hege,  O.  F. 
Hendrix,  J.  M. 
Herring,  Dr.  H.  C. 
Hewett,  F.  E. 
Howell,  J.  H. 
Huske,  T.  W. 
Ingold,  J.  W. 
Ireland,  C.  H. 
Johnson,  J.  I. 
.Johnson  Jr.,  Wni. 
Jones,  Armistead 
Jones,  John  S. 
Jones,  Dr.  E.  H. 
Jones,  Dr.  Sim ’s  B. 
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SUSTAINING  MEMBERS  (continued) 


Jordan,  Dr.  C.  S. 
Jordan,  C.  C. 

Kearney,  J.  L. 
Kerr-Hodges  Company 
King,  Everett 
Kissel],  Gustav  E. 
Kitchin,  Hon.  W.  W. 
Lambert,  Geo.  H. 
Lassater,  W.  H. 

Lee,  Henry  L. 

Lee,  Miss  Bertha  M. 
Lewis,  R.  E. 

Lewis,  Dr.  R.  H. 

Lilly,  H.  W. 

Lindsay,  D.  W. 

Lloyd,  A.  E. 

Marsh,  B.  H. 

Marsh,  M.  L. 

Martin,  Watt 
Maslin,  W.  H. 
Matheson,  Supt.  J.  A. 
Meadows,  J.  A. 
Menefee,  J.  W. 
Merrimon,  J.  G. 

Meyer,  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Mills,  C.  H.  C. 

Moore,  M.  V. 

Moore,  James 
Murray,  Robt.  W. 
McAlister,  A.  W. 
McDonald,  C. 

McHill,  W.  D. 
McHorney,  Samuel 
McKethan,  A.  A. 
McMillan,  Benj. 
McNair,  S.  P. 

Osborn,  Col.  W.  H. 
Ottley,  J.  H. 

Paquin,  Dr.  Paul 


Patterson,  C.  M. 
Plumber,  H.  W. 
Puryear,  H.  L. 
Randolpn,  E.  E. 
Redding,  J.  P. 
Ritchie,  C.  E. 
Rosenthal,  M. 
Rutledge,  C.  E. 
Satterfield,  D.  J. 
Scales,  A.  M. 

Scott,  J.  W. 

Slocomb  Jr.,  A.  H. 
Snow,  E.  A. 
Southgate,  J.  H. 
Sperling,  W.  E. 
Sprunt,  James 
Sprunt,  W.  H. 
Stamey,  Dr.  E.  L. 
Stedman,  C.  M. 
Stephens,  George 
Stoner,  J.  M. 
Streeter,  W.  B. 
Taylor  Brothers 
Taylor,  W.  C. 
Taylor,  Z.  V. 
Thomason,  W.  F. 
Tighe,  Prof.  R.  J. 
Todd,  John  W. 
Walker,  W.  M. 
Walser,  Z.  V. 
Walters,  Jos.  H. 
Wagoner,  Chas.  B. 
Ward,  A.  D. 
Weaver,  W.  T. 
Welch,  S.  C. 
Williams,  A.  S. 
Winston,  Hon.  F.  D. 
Woodard,  M.  W. 
Woodhouse,  D.  W. 


REGULAR  MEMBERS 


Adams,  Spencer  B. 
Addicks,  Fred 
Aiton,  R.  J. 
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Albright,  R.  M. 
Alderman,  S.  L. 
Allen,  W.  L. 


REGULAR  MEMBERS  (continued) 


Ambler,  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Armfield,  Eugene  M. 
Armfield  Company,  The 
Armstrong,  J. 

Asheville  P.  & C.  Co. 
Asheville  S.  and  F.  Co. 
Austin,  C.  C. 

Bailey,  J.  W. 

Bain,  W.  C. 

Baldwin,  J.  G. 
Balentine,  O.  S. 

Ball,  C.  O. 

Barbee,  C.  A. 

Barco,  Itilliam 
Barwiek,  A.  J. 
Batchelor,  R.  C. 

Battle,  Lee 
Battle,  M.  J. 
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Emmons,  H.  H. 
Empie,  B.  G. 

Erwin,  Marcus 
Evans,  R.  B. 
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Vanstory,  C.  M. 
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• 

There  were  385  Regular  Members  enrolled  in  the  old  series 
when  the  fee  was  25  cents. 

The  number  of  Junior  Members  is  525. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  E.  W.  GUDGER,  TREASURER  THE  AUDUBON 
SOCIETY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  YEAR  ENDING 
FEBRUARY  29th,  1908 


Receipts 

Balance  from  audit,  February  28th,  1907  $ 466.55 

State  Treasurer  8776.12 

Membership  fees  and  contributions  c....  3769.40 

Earnings  of  “ Butcher ’’  _.  . . . 21.50 

Refund  overpayments  18.31 

Permits  for  scientific  purposes  (to  ship,  3;  to  trap,  1;  to 

collect,  11)  15.00 

Interest  on  savings  bank  deposit 48.45 


$13115.33 

Expenditures 

Wardens’  salaries  and  expenses  $ 6402.55 

Secretary’s  salary  1591.65 

Secretary’s  commissions  on  membership  fees  and  contribu- 
tions   652.90 

Secretary’s  traveling  expenses  520.07 

School  Secretary’s  salary  220.00 

School  Secretary’s  traveling  expenses  138.03 

Clerk  and  stenographer  602.00 

Treasurer’s  salary  250.00 

Office  rent  300.00 

Office  supplies  42.60 

Auditing  Committee  20.00 

Telephone  and  telegraph  71.26 

Freight,  express  and  drayage  25.88 

Printing  448.90 

Educational  leaflets  216.00 

Postage  280.70 

Legal  services  242.50 

Photographic  and  stereopticon  supplies 132.60 

Expenses  of  “Butcher”  199.65 

New  gas  boat  and  supplies  530.38 

Advertising  game  laws 138.00 

Building  boat  house  92.01 

Work  on  “Leggett  Lump”  Island  7.00 
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THE  HERRING  OR  HARBOR  GULL 

By  MABEL  OSGOOD  WRIGHT 


Jl^ational  )%0iaoctation  of  i^utiubon  ^ociette^ 

EDUCATIONAL  LEAFLET  NO.  29 


The  Gull’s 
Season 


The  Sandpipers  have  ended  their  pretty  courtesyings,  and  no  longer  patter 
to  and  fro  upon  the  beaches  and  river  edges.  The  flocking  Swallows  have  fin- 
ished their  fall  manoeuvers  and  left  the  marshes,  and  the  Wild  Goose  arrows 
no  more  fleck  the  sky.  But  white  wings  are  bending  over  the  crested  waves, 
and  the  clamor  of  call-notes  comes  from  bar  and  shore, — the  high-pitched  cry 
of  the  Harbor  Gull. 

If  there  is  any  one  kind  that  deserves  the  title  of  our  National 
Water  Bird  it  is  this  Harbor  Gull,  for  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere  wherever  there  is  a sufficient  body  of 
water  to  yield  it  food.  For  the  three  or  four  months  of  the  year  that  are  its  breed- 
ing season,  it  may  be  seen  only  northward  from  Maine,  the  Great  Lakes,  Minne- 
sota and  British  Columbia,  and  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Old  World;  but 
for  the  rest  of  the  year  the  Harbor  Gulls  travel  southward  as  far 
His  Journeys  as  Cuba  on  the  east,  and  lower  California  on  the  west;  and, 
in  Europe,  southward  to  the  Mediterranean;  in  great  flocks 
or  only  small  groups  stopping  to  winter  as  regularly  in  certain  haunts  as  the 
migrant  song-birds  return  in  spring  to  their  old  nesting-places. 

The  Harbor  Gull,  like  some  of  its  land  brothers,  has  two  changes  of  plumage 
in  the  year.  The  full-grown  bird  in  summer  wears  a beautiful  pearl-gray  cloak, 
with  black  and  white  markings  on  the  wings,  all  the  under  plumage  being  of 
the  purest  silver  white,  of  dazzling  brilliancy.  The  bill  runs  straight  out  from 
the  head  and  is  strongly  hooked  at  the  end,  while  the  four-toed  feet  are  webbed, 
and  fit  the  bird  for  resting  on  the  water  and  swimming  with  all 
the  ease  of  a Duck,  though  without  its  swiftness.  In  winter 
plumage,  the  old  bird’s  head  is  streaked  with  gray  and  brown, 
while  the  young  bird  of  the  year  is  generally  grayish  brown,  streaked  and  spotted 
on  the  upper  parts,  the  breast  and  belly  being  marked  with  rusty  brown  and 
gray,  in  the  combination  seen  in  some  of  our  Hawks. 

The  name  Herring  Gull  was  given  to  this  bird  beforetime,  because,  as  they 
were  originally  fishermen  by  trade,  their  presence  flying  above  the  water  told 
where  schools  of  herring  were  to  be  found. 

Today  the  schools  of  herring  are  less  plentiful  along  our  shores,  and  the 
value  of  this  Gull,  though  greater  than  ever,  is  due  to  a different 
source.  Coming  familiarly  about  the  harbors  of  great  cities. 


The  Gull’s 
Plumage 


The  Value  of 
Gulls  to  Man 


frequenting  the  beaches  after  the  summer  throngs  of  pleasure- 
seekers  have  left,  the  Gulls  become  the  health-officers  of  the  coast,  gleaning  not 


The  Herring  or  Harbor  Gull 


only  the  refuse  of  shore  and  vessel  but  of  cities  as  well,  when  the  sea-going  gar- 
bage scows  disgorge  their  loads 

Nature  never  creates  a useless  type,  and  even  so  wise  a man  as  our  scientific 
and  far-seeing  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  was  mistaken  when  he  wrote  of  this 
bird, 

“Such  is  our  Gull ; a gentleman  of  leisure, 

Less  fleshed  than  leathered  ; — bagged  you’ll  find  him  such  ; 

His  virtue,  silence  ; his  employment,  pleasure  ; 

Not  bad  to  look  at,  and  not  good  for  much.” 


The  Gull 
at  Home 


This  verse  is  doubly  surprising  when  you  realize  that  our  medical  poet  must 
have  daily  seen  the  Gulls  at  work  as  scavengers  in  the  nearby  Charles  rivev. 
It  is  another  warning  about  careful  seeing,  for  to  overlook  an  important  point 
is  as  misleading  as  to  get  the  habit  of  seeing  what  you  would  like  to  see  in  nature, 
rather  than  what  is  there. 

Of  the  thousands  of  people  that  see  this  Gull  as  a winter  bird,  compara- 
tively few  know  of  its  home  life  during  the  season  when  it  has  left  us  and  the 
first  breath  of  warm  weather  drives  the  Gulls  northward. 

As  a Gull’s  chief  food  is  gleaned  from  the  sea,  it  must  nest  as  close  as  pos- 
sible to  its  source  of  supply.  You  can  easily  see  that  so  large  a bird  could  never 
be  free  from  annoyance  on  our  bathing  beaches  or  off-shore  islands  that  are 
used  as  summer  resorts;  so,  as  people  flocked  to  the  shore,  more 
and  more,  the  places  where  Gulls  might  nest  in  comfort  grew 
fewer  and  fewer,  and  they  were  driven  to  the  remote  islands  like 
those  off  the  Maine  coast.  Great  Duck  Island,  No-Man’s-Land,  and  others, 
and  it  is  at  Great  Duck  Island  that  is  to  be  found  the  largest  colony  of  Gulls 
within  the  United  States. 

But  even  here  and  on  many  lesser  islands,  with  only  lighthouses  and  their 
keepers  for  company,  where  there  were  no  summer  cottages  or  pleasure-seekers, 
until  a few  years  ago,  the  Gulls  were  not  safe,  for  they,  like  the  White  Herons 
of  the  South,  were  bonnet-martyrs.  These  beautiful  white  breast-feathers  were 
made  into  feather  turbans.  Perhaps,  on  one  side  of  these,  a smaller  cousin  of 
the  Gull,  the  Tern,  or  Sea  Swallow,  with  its  coral -red  beak,  would  be  perched 
by  way  of  finish.  Or  else,  soft  bands  made  of  the  breast,  and  some  of  the  hand- 
somest wing-quills  were  used  for  trimming. 

Not  only  were  these  feathers  sold  wholesale  to  the  plume  merchants  and 
milliners,  but  people  who  went  to  the  coast  resorts  would  buy  them  of  the  sail- 
ors simply  because  they  were  pretty,  without  giving  a thought  to  the  lives  they 
cost,  or  of  how  desolate  and  lonely  the  shores  would  be  when  there  were  no  more 
Gulls. 

They  are  very  sociable  birds  at  all  times  of  the  year,  keeping  in  colonies 
even  in  the  breeding  season,  a time  when  song-  and  other  land-birds  pair, 
and  prefer  to  be  alone.  Trees  are  som.etimes  used  for  nesting  but  the  ground 
is  the  usual  place.  The  nests,  when  on  the  ground  or  upon  flat  rocks,  are  built 
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The  Herring  or  Harbor  Gull 


of  grass,  mosses,  seaweed,  and  bits  of  soft  driftwood  formed  into  a shallow 
bowl.  If  the  edges  of  this  crumble  or  flatten  while  the  birds  are  sitting, 
they  use  bunches  of  fresh  grass  or  seaweed  to  keep  it  in  repair,  with  the 
result  th9,t  the  nest  is  not  only  a very  tasteful  object,  but  it  blends  perfectly 
with  its  surroundings. 

The  eggs  are  very  interesting  because  no  two  are  of  the  same  color, 
being  of  every  shade  of  blue  and  gray,  from  the  color  of  summer  sky  and  sand 
to  the  tint  of  the  many-colored,  water-soaked  rocks  themselves.  The  markings 


hatched,  though  covered  with  down,  they  are  very  weak  in  the  neck  and  help- 
less: but  in  the  course  of  a few  hours  the  little  Gulls  are  strong  enough  to  walk, 
and  the  instinct  to  hide  at  the  approach  of  anything  strange  comes  to  them 
very  suddenly,  so  that  a Gull  only  three  or  four  hours  old  will  slip  out  of  the 
nest,  and  either  hide  beneath  a few  grass  blades  or  flatten  itself  in  the  sand. 


ever,  the  little  birds,  not  feeling  the  same  necessity  for  hiding,  do  not  try  to  leave 
the  nest  until  the  growth  of  their  wings  will  let  them  fly. 

On  the  sea  beaches,  squids  and  marine  refuse  are  fed  to  the  young  Gulls, 


from  the  fields  are  eaten. 

It  was  in  the  Gulls’  nesting  season  that  the  plunderers  chose  to  go  to  their 
island  haunts,  steal  the  eggs,  and  kill  the  parent  birds,  whose  devotion,  like 
that  of  the  White  Heron,  left  old  the  birds  at  the  mercy  of  the  plume  hunters. 


The  Gull's 
Eggs 


vary  also  in  shape  and  size,  and  are  in  every  shade  of  brown, 
through  lilac  and  purple,  to  black.  The  parents  are  very  devoted 
to  their  nests,  and  take  turns  in  sitting.  When  the  young  are  first 


The  Young 
Gull 


where,  owing  to  its  spotted,  color-protective  down,  it  is  almost 
invisible,  so  well  does  Nature  care  for  her  children — provided 
that  man  does  not  interfere.  When  a Gull  nests  in  a tree,  how- 


but  where  they  have  nested  near  fresh,  mstead  of  salt,  water  many  insects  gleaned 


GULLS  FOLLOWING  GARBAGE  SCOW  IN  NEW  YORK  HARBOR 


The  Herring  or  Harbor  Gull 


At  the  end  of  summer,  the  young,  wearing  their  speckled  suits,  are  able  to 
join  the  old  in  flocks,  and  it  is  then  that  they  scatter  along  the  coast,  some  going 
from  the  northern  borders  down  to  the  Great  Lakes.  In  and 
about  New  York  City,  they  are  one  of  the  features  of  the  winter 


The  Gull  in 
the  Winter 


scenery;  as  they  fly  to  and  fro  under  the  arches  of  the  great 
bridge,  and  follow  the  ships  the  entire  length  of  the  harbor,  and  out  to  sea.  At 
night,  they  bed  down  so  close  together  that  in  places  they  make  a continuous 
line  of  feathers  on  the  waters  of  the  reservoirs  and  in  the  sheltered  coves  of 
the  Hudson.  From  the  banks  of  Riverside  Park,  any  autumn  or  winter  after- 
noon, so  long  as  the  channel  is  free  from  ice,  they  may  be  seen  flying  about 
as  fearless  as  a flock  of  domestic  Pigeons. 

Hear  what  Mr.  Forbush  has  to  say  of  these  birds  of  the  sea-mist  and  spray: 

“ The  true  Gull  of  the  sea,  the  spirit  of  the  salt,  is  a sort  of  feathered  bell-buoy 
and  thus  is  of  use  to  the  sailors,  as  there  is  ample  testimony  to  prove. 

“ In  summer,  in  thick  weather,  the  appearance  of  Gulls  and  Terns  in  num- 
bers, or  the  sound  of  their  clamorous  voices,  give  warning  to  the  mariner  that  he 
is  near  the  rocks  on  which  they  breed.  Shore  fishermen,  enshrouded  in  fog, 
can  tell  the  direction  of  the  islands  on  which  the  birds  live  by 
watching  their  undeviating  flight  homeward  with  food  for  their 
young.  The  keen  senses  of  sea-birds  enable  them  to  head  direct 
for  their  nests,  even  in  dense  mist. 

“Navigators,  approaching,  their  home  ports  during  the  seasons  of  bird 
migration,  welcome  the  appearance  of  familiar  birds  from  the  land.  . . . 

“Sea-birds  must  be  reckoned  among  the  chief  agencies  which  have  made 
many  rocky  or  sandy  islands  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  service  performed 
by  birds  in  fertilizing,  soil-building,  and  seed-sowing  on  many  barren  islands, 
entitles  our  feathered  friends  to  the  gratitude  of  many  a shipwrecked  sailor, 
who  must  else  have  lost  his  life  on  barren,  storm-beaten  shores.  ” 


Gulls  and 
Sailors 


Questions  for  Teachers  and  Students 

At  what  season  do  Gulls  visit  your  vicinity?  What  kind  of  Gulls  do  you  find? 
Where  do  they  pass  the  summer?  What  is  the  difference  in  color  between  the  adult 
Harbor  Gull  and  that  of  the  young,  born  the  preceding  summer?  What  is  the  range 
of  the  Harbor  Gull?  How  are  Gulls  of  value  to  man?  Why  were  Gulls  destroyed? 
How  do  Gulls  nest?  Describe  the  appearance  and  actions  of  young  Gulls.  Of  what 
use  are  Gulls  to  sailors? 


Reprinted  from  Bird-Lore,  November-December,  T907.  Teachers,  Students  and  other  persons  may  obtain 
additional  copies  of  this  and  the  other  Educational  Leaflets,  with  illustrations  and  outlines,  issued  by  the 
National  Association  of  Aububon  Societies,  by  applying  to  the  Office,  No.  141  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
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